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Today we aim to… 
1) Talk through what the phonics 

check is
2) Talk about how to support your 

child with this 
3) Explain the links between the 

PSC and our phonics 
programme (RWI) 



• Week beginning: Monday 9th June

• Read 20 real words and 20 ‘pseudo’ words = 40 words 

• The pass mark every year has been 32/40 

• Real words must be read correctly, but some nonsense words could 
have more than one way of being read eg. 

kead





• 1:1 

• A teacher and a child (must be a teacher they are familiar with)  

• This is very similar to the regular RWI assessments we do, so the 
children do not think of it as a ‘test’

• Children do not know/see what their results are 



• Rushing! 

• Blending 5 (or more) sound words e.g. splet

• Multisyllabic words e.g. rainbow 

• Split digraphs (a_e, i_e, o_e, u_e, e_e) 

cake like phone cute even 

• Soft sounds (soft c, soft g) 

ice      huge 

• Less common sounds (such as au, ph, e_e) 

autumn       phonics          delete

Children have already done 
some ‘mock’ checks so we can 
see what gaps they have and 

also prepare them for what the 
check is like. 
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This check is purely based on decoding (word 
reading) and does not check children’s 
comprehension (understanding). Be aware that a 
child can ‘pass’ the phonics check, but still 
struggle with reading. It also does not check the 
children’s fluency (speed of reading) and actually 
benefits them to read these words more slowly 
and carefully. 
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Phonics lesson 

• 5 minute handwriting 
• 15 minute speed sound session (newer 

phonics sounds) 
• The rest of the session then embeds 

reading and writing activities linked to 
the colour book children are on. This 
builds progressively on their phonics 
knowledge so only contains sounds 
they have already been taught. 
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Red
Green
Purple – end of rec 

Pink –Autumn 1 Year 1 

Orange – Autumn 2 Year 1

Yellow – End of spring Year 1 

Blue – End of summer Year 1 

Grey 



You should be aware from parents’ evening, and other discussions with 
your child’s teacher, if they are on track or not. If a child is not on track, 
we have a number of other strategies in place:

✓ Dedicated LSA who does catch up phonics sessions every afternoon 
✓ Extra practice in the classroom eg free flow activities
✓ An extra whole class phonics session every afternoon
✓ Flashcards for key children who need to improve sound recognition 

(can be done quickly when lining up)

There is no time limit on the check and the teachers are able to edit the size 
of the text or the number of words presented to the child at once, if this is 

necessary. Coloured overlays can also be used as needed. 



Make sure you know what sound gaps your child has, or 
what element of reading they find more challenging. 

Read at home every day – even if you read to them! 
Re-read the phonics linked home books – this helps 

embed the learning. 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds


By the end of the summer term all schools must report 
each child's results to their parents. 

We will also confirm if your child has met the standard 
threshold. 

Children who do not achieve the expected level will 
retake the test when they are in Year 2.




