
Mrs Harris – Phonics lead 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6OiU2h3sUI
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Phonics lesson 

• Speed sound session (newer phonics sounds) 

• The rest of the session then teaches reading and writing words 

containing these sounds. Magnetic letters are used at the early 

stages. 

• When children are ready, they move onto reading short books/ 

texts with sentences linked to the learning they have covered. 
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Fred the frog reads in sounds e.g. 

c   a   t 
And the children help him blend these into words. 

Oral blending is a crucial step in the children’s phonics learning. 

Making these sounds as pure as possible and not adding on the 

‘uh’ at the end really helps children blend more accurately. 
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Reception

Special friends 

– 2 or 3 letters 

making 1 

sound
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As children progress, they are taught to blend 

longer words containing these sounds such as:

frog
jump
best

stamp
robin
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Reception/

Year 1
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Year1 + 

Year2 
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When children are taught new sounds, they read 

linked ‘green words’ 

Green = GO! 

These words can all be sounded out. 

Children have green words linked to the new sound, 

and green words linked to the story book they are 

reading. 
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Not every word can be sounded out. 

Red words are the words that are not phonetically 

spelt.  

Red = Stop and think!

We always look at the tricky part of the word when 

teaching this. 

said 

Some words are red for a 

while e.g. saw until children 

learn the aw (yawn at 

dawn) sound. 



Reading assessment 

Children are asked to apply their phonic 

knowledge to ‘alien’ words as well as real words. 
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• Children will read the same words/ story a few times to build 
speedy reading and fluency 

• This is an essential part of their reading journey as reading takes a 
lot of practice! 
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Red

Green – end of reception

Purple – end of reception/ 

Autumn 1 Year 1 

Pink –Autumn 2 Year 1 

Orange – Spring 1 Year 1

Yellow – Spring 2 Year 1 

Blue – Summer Year 1 

Grey – literacy groups 
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Children practice sounds and words first, then apply 

to phrase reading. 

Children use a stick and take turns pointing with a 

partner. 
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Again, children start with reading the red 

and green words separately before they 

read the story. 

Each ditty is 3 pages long, here is an 

example of one page. The red words are 

indicated in red and the special friends are 

underlined to support reading.  

There is no punctuation, so children can 

read this without having covered capital 

letters. 
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Again, children start with reading the 

red and green words separately 

before they read the story. 

These stories are longer and 

punctuation is included. 
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Again, children start with reading the 

red and green words separately 

before they read the story. 

Very similar to green books but the 

stories are longer with more text and 

longer words. 
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Handwriting 

• Handwriting is a high focus for us as a school 
• Children are taught the correct formation from the start 

to avoid ‘bad habits’ 

Letters taught in groups
Around letters – c, a, o, d, g, q
Down letters – u, y, l, i, t, k, r, n, m, h, j, b, p 
Curly letters – s, f, e 
Zigzag letters – v, w, z, x 




