Year 6 writing descriptors 

Autumn Term
	HANDWRITING

	Write legibly and fluently 
	

	SPELLING

	Spell correctly most words from the year 3 / year 4 spelling list
	

		Some words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list spelt correctly 

	



	

	Use further prefixes and suffixes (see spelling appendix) and understand when to add these
	

	Accurate spelling of homophones (including fewer common ones e.g. principal/ principle, stationary/stationery)
	

	GRAMMAR & PUNCTUATION


	Use capital letters, full stops, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for contraction mostly correctly
	

	Mostly correct use of commas for a number of purposes (separate clauses, phrases, listing, speech)
	

	Use of brackets, dashes and commas for additional information
	

	Using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register
	

	COMPOSITION


	Write for a range of purposes

	

	Use paragraphs to organise ideas
	

	In narratives, describe settings and characters
	

	In non-narrative writing, use simple devices to structure the writing and support the reader (e.g. headings, sub-headings, bullet points)
	





Spring & Summer term
	HANDWRITING

	Maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed
	

	SPELLING

	Spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list, and use a dictionary to check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary    
	

	GRAMMAR & PUNCTUATION

	Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly appropriately. Examples may include: 
· Using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative
· Using passive verbs to affect how information is presented
· Using modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility
· Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely
· Use of an embedded clause and phrase to add additional detail
	

	Use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing 
	

	Use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correctly. Examples may include:
· Inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech
· Use of a hyphen to clarify information
· Use of semi colons, colons and dashes to connect and separate independent clauses.
· Use of a colon to list
· Use of ellipsis for hesitation and dramatic effect
	

	Use of personal and impersonal rhetorical questions to create a dialogue with the reader
	

	COMPOSITION

	In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere  
· Use of a range of figurative language devices to develop characters and settings (personification, metaphor and simile)
	

	Integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action 
	

	Use a range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs e.g.
· range of conjunctions
· adverbials of time and place
· pronouns
· synonyms
	



Greater depth
	Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently on what they have read as models for their own writing e.g.
· literary language
· characterisation
· structure 
	

	Distinguish between the language of speech and writing and choose the appropriate register  
	

	Exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and vocabulary to achieve this  
	

	Use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 correctly and, when necessary, use such punctuation precisely to enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity
· semi-colons
· dashes
· colons
· hyphens 
	



